
La revolution n'aura pas lieu

The revolution will not take place. Maybe because it already happened and we just didn't notice. 
Maybe because it is not concrete enough and no one really knows, what they actually want. Maybe 
because every single one of us has a very different vision of what this revolution should be. Which 
questions it will answer. What exactly it is that has to be abolished, overthrown, deconstructed and 
built anew. If it will really concern the whole of society or just a small part of it, the whole world or 
just one country, the complete economy or just a branch – it's all open. 
Do we have to change our interpersonal behavior and everyday life from scratch? How exactly?

I have myself found some answers to these thoughts, but they are blurry and insufficient. That's 
exactly why I need your voice, your thoughts, your visions.

Imagine, this great revolution had already happened. A revolution that would've changed 
everything.
Nothing is the way it was before – and you were a part of this change.
Finally the moment you had been waiting for so long has arrived.

Imagine, this would've happened in 2011, not that long time ago. You were about four years 
younger than you are now. 
To give you some orientation, here are some things that happened in 2011 (besides your great 
revolution): the arab spring, the tsunami in Japan and burning reactor in Fukushima, the 
introduction of the EU bailout-fund (“parachute”), the london riots, the last part of the Harry Potter 
movies, the Nobel price in physics “for the discovery of the accelerating expansion of the Universe 
through observations of distant supernovae".

Below you will find some basic questions concerning your revolution. These questions are for you 
to prepare. I will ask those questions during a (video)interview at an appointed date. If I don't 
understand everything, I will ask interposed questions.

The most important rule when answering these questions is the following: It's all about your wishes.
You don't need to think everything through to the last detail, the image resulting can be open and 
wide and blurry. You don't need to write anything down (you can, of course). You can talk about 
true events or about invented events, things that you wished would have happened. You are allowed 
to mix up fiction and reality as much as you like.

1. Let's start with something concrete. Describe a specific event that happened in the bigger context 
of the revolution, an event you were a part of. Who else was there? How many were you? Where 
did it take place? Have there been dances, music, food, fires, fights ..?

2. What motivated you to take part? What angered you so much that you felt the need to do 
something? Which problems seemed the most urgent ones to you those days?



3. When did you begin to notice or feel that you are not alone with your thoughts?

4.  How did it come this far – is there a history behind it or a certain timeframe you could name as 
the one building up? Was there some kind of trigger, a moment in which it all became to much?

5. Could you name (political) events, that let you feel that it was gonna happen?

6. Who or what was affected by this revolution: Only your city or clique, your country or class, 
Europe, the world or a specific part of it as f.ex. the internet or high finance?

7. Were you “in” from the start or did you join later? What convinced you of participating?

8. Did you have a leader, did the organization happen as if by itself, was there a kind of core group 
or was there a democratic organization or...?

9. What was your role in it all? How deeply were you involved? Did you have time for other things?

10. Describe the feeling of being a part of the whole. If there was a mass – how did you feel in it? 

11. What were your goals? Which ones did you reach, which not? Did you fail?

12. How did you change your behavior in every day life to deal with the changes? Did you still go 
to work? Have you stopped talking to certain people? Did your circle of friends change?

13. Were there rather several specific uprisings or a longer continuos phase? How long did the 
whole change take? Are there dates which you could mark down as start / end or high noon?

14. How did the events change your life today, as well as in private as in society as a whole?

15. How do you feel about having been part? How did your attitude towards life change?

16. Which name would you give this revolution?


